


Preparing Outdoor Citrus for a Frost

Even temperate locations can drop below freezing, so it's good to have a frost protection plan, and
be ready to implement it. Christmas lights (the old fashioned kind, in small size; not modern LED
lights) provide some heating, and thus protection when strung around the tree. You can also use an
anti-transpirant product such as Cloud Cover®© or Anti-Stress©. A frost blanket, loosely draped over
and around the tree, will also help.

For containerized plants see our Frost Cover Bags, available in Large and Medium sizes. To order:
westserver.net/fourwindsgrowers.com/secure/consumer/

REMEMBER:
» Listen for news of arctic cold fronts, and be prepared to take action! Generally, 26-28

degrees and below is considered the “frost danger zone.” Limes and lemons are the most
frost sensitive!

« Water all garden plants thoroughly before a freeze, because freezing soil will pull sustaining
moisture from the roots.

« Use anti-transpirant sprays such as Anti Stress© or Cloud Covero®.

« Put Christmas lights in the trees or landscape lighting under trees. This method often yields
excellent results for cold-sensitive lemons and limes and may be combined with frost cover
blankets.

« Use Frost Cover Bags or mid-weight frost blankets known as floating row cover or Remay®©.
This spun polyester material is designed to cover trees and plants. It can be draped directly
on the plants and secured at the ground to trap daytime heat. It can also be left on during
the day unlike plastic covers. Frost covers can be combined with lighting to effectively
protect your citrus.





